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Welcome page only. 

Introduce myself and being an ally. 
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Welcome to t is input on t e  e criminalisa on of  omosexuality.      I   istory  ont  is 

celebrated e ery  ebruary and t e e ents sc eduled t roug out t is mont  are intended to raise 

awareness of and to con nue to combat prejudice against t e     I  community as well as 

acknowledging t e ac ie ements reac ed so far.    e purpose of t is input is to bring us toget er to 

celebrate t is journey and to draw atten on to some of t e significant milestones made along t e 

way.   ay I take a moment to remind you t at t is is a safe place and respect our colleagues w o 

may s are t eir personal experiences today. 
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Click     e first person I would like to introduce is Roberta  owell.  In  95 , s e is t e first known 

 ri s  trans woman to undergo re assignment surgery and  a e t eir birt  cer ficate c anged 

Click – In  957 t e Wolfenden  ommittee publis ed a report, recommending t at ‘ omosexual 

be a iour between consen ng adults in pri ate s ould no longer be a criminal offence’.  Supporters 

of t is recommenda on include t e t en Arc bis op of  anterbury,  r  eoffrey  is er and t e 

 ri s   edical Associa on.  espite t is, t e recommenda ons are rejected by t e  o ernment. 

Click – In  963 t e  inori es Researc   roup becomes t e UK’s first lesbian social and poli cal 

organisa on and goes on to publis  a mont ly journal – Arena   ree. 

Click     e Sexual Offences Act of  967 decriminalises sex in England between two men o er    and 

‘in pri ate’.  It did not extend to t e  erc ant Na y, Armed forces, Scotland, Nort ern Ireland, 

  annel Islands or t e Isle of  an, w ere sex between two men remained illegal. 

 969 – Nort  west  omosexual  aw Reform  ommittee becomes a UK wide organisa on and is 

renamed as t e  ommittee for  omosexual equality.    e  ommittee attracts support from leading 

figures in t e medical profession, t e arts and t e c urc .   

Click – and of course we  a e t e Stonewall riots in America – a series of spontaneous,  iolent 

demonstra ons by members of t e      community against a police raid on t e Stonewall Inn, 

 an attan.    is key e ent triggers t e modern      libera on mo ement in t e US and beyond. In 

 975 t e  iberal  arty, now t e  iberal  emocrats became t e first UK poli cal party to support      

rig ts, passing a mo on at conference to support ‘full equality for  omosexuals’, including equalising 

t e age of consent. 

Click   Sex between two men o er    ‘in pri ate’ is decriminalised in Scotland in  98 . 

 986 –  ark Rees (trans male) brings a case to E ourt of  R sta ng t at UK law pre ented  im from 

gaining legal status recognising  im as male.  is case was lost but t e  ourt recognises seriousness 

of issues facing trans people. 



OFFICIAL 
 

 

OFFICIAL 

Click    988 sees t e introduc on of S 8 of t e  ocal  o t Act w ic  states t at local aut ority s all 

not inten onally promote  omosexuality publis  material wit  t e inten on of promo ng 

 omosexuality promote t e teac ing…in sc ool of t e acceptability of  omosexuality as a pretended 

family rela ons ip..’  In t is year,  enmark becomes first country in t e world to gi e legal 

recogni on to same sex partners ips. 

Click – In  99  World  ealt  Organisa on declassifies same sex as a mental illness. Isle of  an 

repeals sodomy laws.  

 99  –  ouse of  ommons lowers age of consent to  8.  Isle of  an fully decriminalises 

 omosexuality. 

 997 –UK go t recognises same sex partners for immigra on purposes. 

 998 –   e  olton 7 (gay bi men) w o were con icted of gross indecency took t eir case to E ourt 

of  uman Rig ts claiming a breac  of Ar cle 8 (rig t to pri ate life).    ey were awarded 

compensa on by UK go t. 

     – UK  o t lifts ban on lesbians gay men bi people ser ing in armed forces.  Scotland abolis es 

S 8. 

     – Age of consent is lowered to  6, equals t e age of consent for  etreosexuals. 

     – Equal rig ts are granted to same sex couples applying for adop on. 

     –  i il  artners ip Act is passed, w ic  gi es same sex couples t e same rig ts and 

responsibili es as married straig t couples in rest of UK.  ender Recogni on Act is passed, gi ing 

trans people full legal recogni on in t eir appropriate gender.   e Act allows trans people to get a 

new birt  cer ficate, alt oug  gender op ons are limited to male female. 

   7 – Same sex couples  a e equality in adop on and fostering in Scotland. 

   8 – Same sex couples recognised as legal parents of c ildren concei ed t roug  donated 

sperm eggs embryos. 
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  e  rotec on of  reedoms Act is passed, in     , allowing  istoric con ic ons for consensual sex 

between men to be remo ed from criminal records. 

And in    3 t e  arriage (Same Sex  ouples) Act is passed in England & Wales.  Also t is year, Alan 

 uring is gi en a post umous royal pardon for  is con ic on of ‘gross indecency’. 
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 lick once to bring up  laiming our past 

 lick again to bring up  elebra ng our present 

 lick again to bring up  rea ng our future 

 lick        sees same sex couples being allowed to marry in Scotland – two images 

 lick – In    5 Ireland becomes first in t e world to  otes to legalise same sex marriage 

 lick      7 sees t e post umous pardon to all gay bi men w o were con icted under pernicious 

sexual offences 

In    8 t e Scottis   o t issues pardons to all gay bi men w o were con icted of  a ing consensual 

sex wit  ot er men before it was decriminalised in  98 . 

Same sex becomes legal in Nort ern Ireland in     . 

 lick        sees t e  o t announces plans to ban con ersion t erapy 

  e work con nues to ac ie e equal rig ts for all, in all aspects of life. 
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    I   istory  ont  is just one of t e ways t at  olice Scotland  a e embraced t is important 

annual awareness e ent and recognising t e contribu on     I  colleagues  a e made to t e 

ser ice and society.   a ing A    airs as t e senior sponsor of t e Scottis      I   olice 

Associa on, an en re sec on of t e intranet is testament to t e seriousness wit  w ic      I  is 

considered and  ow central t ey are to  olicing  oget er.   

 olice Scotland and t e Scottis      I  olice Assoc  a e launc ed      Allies network to  elp create 

an inclusi e and suppor  e workplace .  An ally is any person t at ac  ely promotes and aspires to 

ad ance t e culture of inclusion t roug  inten onal, posi  e and conscious efforts t at benefit 

people as a w ole. 

  e Scottis      I  olice Associa on A   and Awards  eremony takes place annually. 

   9 – Introduc on of unisex baseball caps in an effort to end gender dis nc ons.  

 rom a personal point of  iew, I  a e obser ed a c ange in attitude towards     I and language 

used.   a ing open con ersa ons about  ow working toget er impro es t e ser ice and furt er 

de elops public support and confidence.   
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 lick once to bring up  laiming our past 

 lick again to bring up  elebra ng our present 

 lick again to bring up  rea ng our future 

 lick to bring up second image –  aniel Radcliffe 

 espite t e monumental efforts made in t e UK and many parts of Europe, t ere is s ll muc  to do 

and being gay is s ll criminalised in many parts of t e world. As at    7, t e     reported t at t ere 

are 7  countries w ic  explicitly outlaw  omosexuality and ot ers t at enforce some form of 

restric on.    
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